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Maple Beech Cameron Lakes Area Property Association 

July 12, 2014 Annual General Meeting Minutes 

1) Introductions. President Andy Muirhead introduced the Maple Beech Cameron Lakes Area Property 

Association (MBC) Executive. 

MBC Executive present at the AGM included ; President: Andy Muirhead, Past President: Paul MacInnes, 

Treasurer: Susan MacInnes Directors Bonnie Sachetti, Tom Fitzsimmons, Sally Howson, Secretary: Paul Irwin. 

Regrets: Director Mike Whittle, Newsletter Editor Kim Scerri.  Minutes for the 2014 AGM were recorded by Sally 

Howson. 

Opening Statements: President Muirhead commented that the past year had been one of change. This was the 

first AGM he organized, with the help of the executive and volunteers.  2014 has been a busy year with a 

membership drive. 600 newsletters were hand delivered to residents. The membership drive resulted in an 

increase in early membership renewal and the addition of approx. 14 new members. Andy thanked to the 

volunteers who helped stuff the membership packages, which included a MBC newsletter. Andy also thanked 

the volunteers who helped deliver the packages.  

2) MBC Water Quality Testing Programs 2 programs MBC participates in 2 water quality testing programs. 

1) MBC coliform testing program.  The results of this program measures the  effectiveness of septic systems. 

MBC membership pays for this program.  MBC purchased the equipment to conduct these tests – it is a very 

cost effective way to collect coliform data.  

2) Lake Partnership Program.  Lake stewards do the sampling and the government the analysis of the 

samples and data collected.  This water quality program tests for the following;  

 Total phosphorus – this test  indicates the nutrient levels in the lakes 

 Nitrogen  - direct link to fertilizer use and septic systems  

 Clarity of water (secchi disk and temperature) 

 Calcium  

For a summary of Test results see the AGM  presentation to be posted on the MBC Web Site.  

Coliform and Ecoli  

All of the 2013 coliform results are below the acceptable levels 

Ecoli count:  acceptable levels 100 pm – testing shows Maple, Beech and Cameron Lakes are well below 100 pm. 

Only high level - one sample at Gull River – outflow of Green Lake.   This is likely caused by a septage disposal 

located in this area.  

Calcium – testing started on Little Cameron. Our lakes are above the acceptable range except for Little Cameron 

lake all within healthy ranges – Cant effect Ca levels higher levels due to global warming and the acidification of 

lakes 
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Phosphorus – low PH.  Lakes have low nutrient levels, little or no algae blooms.  Little Cameron Lake has had 

some small patches of algae blooms even though PH levels are low. We can manage nutrients that affect 

Phosphorus levels  by good septic management, shore line re-vegetation and  the proper use of/ or not using 

fertilizers.  

Paul MacInnes provided the following information with regard to Water Quality.  

At the CHA AGM 3 experts provided information on; blue green algae blooms, Calcium issues and Shoreline and 

lake health. These experts provided new insight.   

Phosphorus: Originally it was thought that phosphorus levels   below 10 pm were safe.  Now the experts say that 

they don’t know what a safe level would be – therefore there is no safe level of Phosphorus in our lakes. 

Calcium: There has been a decline in Ca in our lakes. One way to help is to take wood ash from your fireplace 

and spread around the trees. 

Blue Green Algae: If there is a blue green algae outbreak on your lake do not let anyone in the Lake or eat fish 

from the lake and do not take water into the house. Blue green algae are highly toxic. Boiling or bleach in water 

will not solve the problem.   Visit CHA web site to see pictures of blue green algae. 

Keep lakes healthy by restoring shorelines. Lots of information on CHA web site on shoreline restoration. 

 

3) Guest Speaker – Constable Paul Potter, OPP Water Safety (main points of the presentation) 

 The OPP has only 2 dedicated officers for the marine safety during the summer patrol 700 lakes in the 

county 

 For any powered boat you need an operator card.   You can do the test on-line.   

 People need  to have your operator card and vessel registration in the boat at all times 

 People  must have enough personal  floatation devices(PFD) for every person in the boat, you do not 

need to wear PDF 

 The same rules and regulations for vehicle drunk driving apply to driving a boat 

4) New MBC Web Site  

The new MBC website was unveiled at the AGM.  The new MBC website features  

 On line registration and people 

can also make a donation to the association.  

 There will be a members 

section only 
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 To access members section all 

members need to go on-line and register and set up a password. When the member’s membership has 

been verified then that person will be able access the members only sites on the MBC web site. 

Other new features include a link to the MBC Facebook page, blog, photo gallery and much more! 

The new web site is also cost effective.  Now MBC can update the web site previously this had to be done 

through the web master and cost $150 each time the web site was updated.   

5) Presentation from Algonquin Highlands (AH) Ward 2 Councillors Lisa Barry and Liz Danielsen 

Deputy Reeve Liz Danielsen discussed the following issues. 

1) OPP billing –the proposed change to the OPP billing model would have AH hit the worst; a 35% 

increase in taxes. This proposal  would be the biggest hit the AH tax base Four municipalities and the 

CHA banded to together to address the proposed OPP billing model. They had some modest success.  

The new minister is willing to review the proposed model. Deputy Reeve Danielsen thanked members of 

MBC who helped by sending letters and emails to their MPS on this issue. 

2) Changes to septic system permits. The health unit is no longer responsible for septic installations. This 

has been downloaded to the Municipalities.  AH is considering looking at septic inspection.  

3) Alvin Johnston Park has received grants to reconstruct the play area and restore the shoreline. Good 

example of shoreline reconstruction.   

Questions: 

Why is AH getting hit the hardest with the proposed change to OPP billing? AH has the highest percentage of 

seasonal vs permanent residents.  In the new model seasonal residents are accounted for as the same as 

permanent residents. 

Where does AH Council stand on Weir? The AH Council is open and receptive to the idea but is waiting for more 

information from the Weir Committee. 

Councillor Lisa Barry.  Councillor Barry highlighted the various committees she has been very involved in such as 

the  Dorset, Oxtongue  and  Stanhope committees and the food committee. The food committee will be 

completing a study on where residents get their food and will be setting up a cultural plan that will look at food 

security such as  food banks, farmers markets etc.  Stanhope Heritage Days is July 19th and she encouraged 

people to attend. 

Councillor Barry presented a review of the amount of waste that has been segregated at the AH municipal 

landfills. She commended the public for their help in recycling waste and green initiatives. Other updates 

included:  solar kiosk at the Dorset fire tower, 2 web cams have been installed 1 at the Dorset fire tower and the 

other at the Stanhope airport.  

Questions: 



Maple Beech Cameron Lakes Area Property Association AGM Meeting Minutes                      July 12, 2014 

4 
 

When will scrap metal be removed? Scrape metal is removed on a regular basis.  

Suggestion to enlarge the “recycling or treasure hut” area where household goods can be placed.  The Council 

will take this suggestion under consideration. 

Bears are back at the dump, what is the management doing about the potential danger bears pose?  The electric 

fences make the dumps safer and the fences work most of the time.   Councillors will mention public’s concern 

to the public works department.   

What is happening at the Airport? The Work at the Airport will include a new firefighting base, new hangers and 

replacing the old hangers.  Contract a little over budget but on schedule as cut out a few things. 

Redevelopment of Airport – will tax payers get any getting money back?  Financially the airport is in better 

shape.  MNR will be paying lease money help defray some of the costs (25 year lease agreement) and hanger 

fees will be increased. 

What is the proposal before council for user fees for adjacent lands? AH is looking into establishing a policy for 

people to use municipal land they don’t own that is adjacent to their property. Currently this land is a potential 

liability to AH.  Council is working to address the issue.  The biggest issue for AH is the liability. The township 

needs to find a process to legitimise people’s access to the water.  At this time an early draft was presented to 

Council but it was sent back to be worked on.  Council have contacted other municipalities to see what they do. 

Right now there is no bylaw Council is just looking at draft and existing situations will be grandfathered. The next 

draft will be very different and will be presented when seasonal residents are present. All information will be 

posted on AH web site. 

6) MBC – Moving Forward: MBC president Andy Muirhead identified issues that will affect MBC in the upcoming 

year.  The association relies on volunteers and MBC is currently looking for people interested in helping the 

association. 

MBC Executive: MBC is currently looking for volunteers who would be interested in the positions of treasurer 

and Vice President. There is an immediate need for a treasurer. Susan MacInnes will be stepping down from this 

position.  MBC is looking for a Vice President. The candidate needs to be the right person and will take over from 

the President. 

Other positions: MBC is also looking for people who would be interested helping out with managing the 

membership and relations and the web site. Descriptions of these positions will be posted on the web site.  

If people are interested in volunteering please contact Andy Muirhead. 

New Regulations Affecting Non- Profit organizations.  Ontario Government is currently changing the 

regulations on how non-profits operate.  This will require non-profit organizations to operate more like larger 

corporations. There will be stricter regulations on how non- profit groups are organized and how they track 

funds. 
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The detailed proposal for these changes have not been put into law yet but when they are MBC will be required 

to rewrite our constitution.  These changes won’t happen this year and there will be a 3 year window to comply   

but this will be costly and MBC is currently not in the position to do this task.   MBC is a member of FOCA and 

they are putting together a template which MBC may be able to access (there will be a cost 

Question: Member likes the idea of protecting the Lakes especially as the Federal and Provincial governments 

are no longer taking samples.  Maybe MBC needs to become more politically active? Andy responded that it is 

hard for small associations such as MBC to make a difference politically. That is why MBC is a member of FOCA. 

7) Water Levels Committee – The Weir Project 

The Water Levels Committee was formed in the fall of 2013. WLC Members include Paul Newman, Grant 

Walker, Bill Roy, Bonnie Sachetti, Mike Whittle and Andy Munirhead. Don Wetmore is committee chair.  

The committee was formed due to the concern in the water level fluctuations in Maple Lake.  In 2012 S.t Peters 

Bridge recorded lowest water level since the data logger has collected water levels.  In 2013 the highest water 

level was recorded. The fluctuations in the last few years have been sever and showed there was a need to 

communicate with Trent Severn Waterways (TSW).  Concern about low water levels was brought forward at the 

2013 MBC AGM and the WLC was formed.   The Weir Project is a proposal put forth to deal with low water levels 

in Maple Lake 

“The Weir Project” Don Wetmore 

Don Wetmore presented the following information: 

Historically Maple Lake was dammed. The dam was located where the St Peters Bridge is currently. The dam was 

removed in the 1950’s.  TSW has no record of the dam, it is assumed it was built by a lumber company and there 

is no record of who removed it.  If you look at the site now you can see the remains of the concrete base of the 

dam.   

Maple Lake is a flow through lake; the flow is controlled by the TSW.  Currently Maple Lake has low water levels 

3 or 4 times a year.   Maple Lake MBC members stated their concern about low water levels and in 2012 boats 

were stranded late in the season. MBC formed a committee to study if a weir located at St Peters Bridge, where 

at the old dam was, could maintain a minimum water level in Maple Lake.  The goal of the WLC is to bring Maple 

Lake to a normal level.   Since the fall the WLC has researched the possibility of establishing a weir to reduce 

fluctuations in Maple Lake water levels.    The research to date shows that the weir with a minimum level 1 foot 

devise would not affect water downstream in Beech Lake.  The weir would be located on the left hand of the 

shore and extend to an outcrop following the concrete base of where the former dam was located.  There would 

be a spill way for high water levels; this will reduce flooding and allow for fish migration 

Consultation: The WLC contacted to MNR and were told they needed property owners to approve and 

contribute to the cost of the project.  The WLC conducted a survey of Maple Lake residents and received 94% 

approval for the proposed weir project to moderate Maple Lake water levels. 
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The WLC has also had formal meeting with government agencies and the TSW.  Now the WLC is asking for 

acceptance for AH Council to access road allowance.  The Municipality owns the shore line.  

Engineering design and environmental screening for the weir project:  Funds required to complete the project 

are estimated to be between $50, 000 to $100,000; approx. $265 per Maple Lake property owner. The process 

could take 2 to 4 years. It took Emerson Lumber 7 years to reconstruct the dam in Haliburton. 

 Proposed Budget for the Weir project 

 $40,000 for engineering design, 

 $50,000 for legal  and 

construction costs, and  

 $10,000 contingency  

The WLC is requesting support from the MBC for the project.  The WLC requests the MBC consider a $5 

surcharge to 2015 membership fees and collect targeted volunteer donations for the Weir Project. 

The request was made at the AGM but not voted on as association members required more information about 

the project and there wasn’t a quorum to make a vote. WLC was not looking for a yes or a no vote but requested 

feedback from the MBC members.  

Questions: 

Who will own the weir, MBC? If the project were to proceed the MBC would own the weir.  There are liability 

issues associated with the weir therefore if the project proceeds it is likely separate association would be 

formed.  Currently the WLC is a committee of MBC and has a mandate to research the weir project. 

What Engineering studies have been completed?  The WLC has the opinion of 3 water control engineers. The 

engineers state there will be no change to the flow therefore no change downstream to Beech Lake.  A detailed 

engineering study still needs to be completed. 

What is a weir – is it a dam? No it is not a dam.  The TSW would not support the construction of a dam. 

The WLC completed a survey of the Maple Lake Lands owners and received 94%.  What about Beech Lake 

owners, did they conduct a survey of Beech Lake residents?  No the TLC did not conduct a survey of Beech lake 

residents the MNR deemed that there would not be an impact therefore a survey was not required. 

What is the potential impact on Beech Lake?  MNR and TSW believe the weir will not change the flow therefore 

Beech Lake did not need to be canvased.  This is just the start to the process to see if WLC should look further 

into the process. 

Who pays extra costs?  WLC will raise funds through fund raising or people who will pay more. To date the WLC 

has spent $600 of MBC funds. These funds were approved by the executive, the mandate for the WLC was voted 

on at the 2013 MBC AGM.  The WLC will be fund raising for the next stages of the project 

How many of people members of MBC are on Maple Lake?   74 % of MBC members reside on Maple Lake 
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Beech Lake was not canvased Beech Lake Members attending the AGM voiced their concern about not being 

canvased and would not support the proposed project.  

 Is it possible to stop the proposed project if there was one objection?  Public input like the airport could stop 

the project.  This proposal is in the vey early stages.  The WLC still needs funding to complete engineering 

studies.  Would Beech Lake members consider the project if the engineering studies proved there wouldn’t be 

any impact of Beech Lake water levels? 

Don Wetmore noted member’s objections to the project.  Don stated that MBC is made up of 3 lakes and we 

should work together to support projects that benefit each lake.  We are a community and need to work 

together.  

7) MBC Financials   

Paul MacInnes provided an overview of the MBC financials. 

 MBC received $10,000 in 

contributions. It has been a very lean year.  MBC executive have cut back on the number of events they 

normally attend.  

 Legal defense fund – were not 

able to add to this fund.   

 2014 voluntary contributions 

gone down since the airport fight. 2015 Expenses are  projected to be $5,120  as all operating costs have 

increased ( higher cost for mailing, water quality sampling) 

 Per member basis.  MBC fees 

are $30. In 2015 actual spending per member is expected to be $34.15 

 MBC has $18,000The 

Association will be looking these funds in  a GIS  - Have not done this yet as we need to keep bank 

account at a certain level otherwise bank fees are greatly increased. 

Note: Approval for Financials and2013 MBC AGM Meeting Minutes are not required by the membership.  MBC 

Executive Approval is required and was received. 

No Votes were passed at the 2014 MBC AGM there were not enough members present to form a quorum  

 


